
                                  

 

 

  

 

 Pastor’s Notes: 

 

We have arrived at the season of Lent, that period of the church year 

in which people figure we are supposed to feel miserable. After all, 

just prior to Ash Wednesday we run into Fat Tuesday - Mardi Gras in 

French - a time of joy and revelry which stands in stark contrast to 

the observance that begins the next day. The fun stops. At least that is 

the popular understanding.  

Strange. The word "Lent" originally meant "springtime," not 

misery. Because the church season always fell at this time of year, the name came to apply 

to the ecclesiastical observance as well.  

 

The Lenten observance has changed over the centuries. The early church celebrated Lent 

only for a few days before Easter. Over time, the length of the season grew until it was 

several weeks long. In the seventh century, the church set the period of Lent at forty days 

(excluding Sundays) in order to remind people of the duration of Jesus' temptation in the 

wilderness. 

 

The Lenten observance began as a time of purification and preparation. In the early 

church, baptism was only performed on Easter Sunday - an entire year's worth of converts 

to the faith would be baptized and brought into the church on that day. Lent was the time 

before Easter in which these converts would fast and pray, preparing themselves to be 

members of Christ's church. As years went by, the church began to baptize and confirm 

people on days other than Easter Sunday. Lent was no longer a time of preparation for 

these events, but it remained as a special time of prayer and fasting. After the Reformation, 

the discipline of fasting became unpopular (and it has never regained much favor). Thus, 

as a way of preserving Lent as a time of self-sacrifice, the church leaders encouraged 

people to give up something they enjoyed during Lent. (For years, I have suggested that the 

church give up MEETINGS for Lent, but I am still working on that one.)  

 

Speaking of giving things up, Let me offer some suggestions:  

• GIVE UP grumbling! Instead, "In everything give thanks." Constructive criticism is OK, but 
"moaning, groaning, and complaining" are not Christian disciplines.  
 

• GIVE UP 10 to 15 minutes in bed! Instead, use that time in prayer, Bible study and personal 
devotion.  
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• GIVE UP looking at other people's worst points. Instead concentrate on their best points. We 
all have faults. It is a lot easier to have people overlook our shortcomings when we overlook 
theirs first.  
 

• GIVE UP speaking unkindly. Instead, let your speech be generous and understanding. It costs 
so little to say something kind and uplifting. Why not check that sharp tongue at the door?  
 

• GIVE UP your hatred of anyone or anything! Instead, learn the discipline of love. "Love covers 
a multitude of sins.  
 

• GIVE UP your worries and anxieties! Instead, trust God with them. Anxiety is spending 
emotional energy on something we can do nothing about: like tomorrow! Live today and let 
God's grace be sufficient.  
 

• GIVE UP TV one evening a week! Instead, visit some lonely or sick person. There are those 
who are isolated by illness or age. Why isolate yourself in front of the "tube?" Give someone a 
precious gift, your time! Help out with a project at the church or Mount Eagle!  
 

• GIVE UP buying anything but essentials for yourself! Instead, give the money to God. The 
money you would spend on the luxuries could help someone meet basic needs. We are called 
to be stewards of God's riches, not consumers.  
 

• GIVE UP judging by appearances and by the standard of the world! Instead, learn to give up 
yourself to God. There is only one who has the right to judge, Jesus Christ. Now aren't you 
glad you don't have to do that anymore? 

 Lent is still the church season in which we prepare for Easter Sunday. It is a time to remember 
the temptation, the suffering, and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Remember the admonition of 
the Gospel lesson to do it right - "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 
seen by them." This is not Show Time! It is a special time of prayer and reflection, of 
confession and self-sacrifice. Most of all, it is a time to ready ourselves for the sheer joy of 
Easter morning - it is a time to ready ourselves to meet our risen Lord once again! AMEN! 

Pastor, Dan 

 

 

2018 Lenten Round Robin Services 

 

                                             February 18     Fairfield Bay      Vaughn Marsden 

                                             February 25     Leslie                 Dan Brand 

                                             March   4         Clinton                Mike Proctor 

                                             March 11         Shirley                George Odell 

                                             March 18         Damascus          Paul Strang 

                                             March 25        Holiday Hills       Jan Vandygriff 



 

 

 

                

  

            

 

Ten Commandments about Pastors 

(Here are 10 practical suggestions that will help YOU help your Pastor) 

 

1. Don’t heap upon your pastor a major problem just before service begins. 

2. Don’t give a sympathetic to every little gripe or criticism you hear. 

3. Don’t live your life so as to add to the heavy burden of concerns your pastor already carries. 

4. Don’t force you pastor to attempt to do all the calling. 

5. Don’t expect your pastor to be the janitor, carpenter, painter, yard worker, and general errand 

person for the church. 

6. Don’t falsely assume that a pastor can’t become discouraged by laziness, worldliness, 

indifference or lukewarmness. Even Jesus was. 

7. Don’t insult your pastor’s intelligence by supposing he can’t see through the shallow excuses. 

8. Don’t conclude that, because your pastor may deal strongly with sin, he isn’t aware of his own 

and isn’t trying to gain victory over it just as he is challenging others to do. 

9. Don’t get such an exalted view of a pastor that, if he fails, you conclude that nobody can really 

live the Christian life. The pastor isn’t your example-follow Jesus Christ. 

10. Don’t think that a compliment on your pastor’s sermon is a sufficient response. All pastors 

would rather you say nothing and do something.  
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Larry & Teresa Hudgens 

Larry was born in North Little Rock, graduated from NLR High School, then 
received a Bachelor Degree in Business from UCA in 1969. He spent six years 
in the Arkansas National Guard as a member of the 148th Medical Evacuation 
Hospital Unit. His work years were spent primarily in Warehouse Distribution 
Management with Levi Strauss, Target, and Deluxe Video Duplication & 
Distribution. Larry enjoys walking, biking, basketball, kayaking, boating, 
fishing, and working in the yard. He also enjoys watching all sports on TV, and 
is an avid reader. Teresa was born in Neodesha, Kansas, graduated from Van 
Buren High School, and later received a Bachelor & Masters Degree in 
Occupational Therapy 2003. In her younger years she taught Ballet Jazz-

Acrobatics, then worked in retail, and as an Occupational Therapist enjoyed working in the Hospital 
setting. Her hobbies through the years have been ballet-tap-jazz-acrobatics “younger years”, baking, 
sewing, walking, drawing-painting, boating, kayaking, flower gardening, and helping with yard work. 
They have a daughter and two grandchildren who live in Sanger, Texas, which require regular visits for 
Grandparent Inspections. Their son lives in Arkansas. They purchased their Edgemont home July 2003 
and were visitors on most weekends. They moved to Edgemont full time July 1, 2017 from Mayflower. 
They visited several local churches, and joined Holiday Hills because of the warm welcome and it felt 
most like home. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

               New Members 
Julie Pierce & Nancy Leonard 
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Wayne Weatherford…………2/04 
Kevin Thomas………………….2/06 
Matthew Bell…………………..2/12 
William Bryant………………..2/12 
Kathleen Johnson…………….2/18 
Sharon Carr……………..……..2/18 
Nancy Rana…………………..…2/21 
Matt Wicher…………………...2/23 
Don Bishop……………………..2/23 
Ricki Stevens…………………..2/27 
 

   HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Howard & Stella Brogdon………..2/01 
Don & Natalie Bishop……………..2/27 
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      Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

 

2  
 

3  
Mt. Eagle Board 
   Meeting 

4 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
10:50 Worship 
Communion 
Souper Bowl Sunday 

 
 

5  
 

6  
2 pm Prayer group 
3 pm Choir  Practice 

7  
8 am Prayer group 
10:30 UMW 
 5 pm CLASS 
 6 pm Bible Study 
 
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
9 am Food Pantry 

11  
9:30am Sunday 
School 
10:50 Worship 
Transfiguration 
   Sunday 
Potluck 
 

12  
 

13  
11:30  am Book Club 
2 pm Prayer group 
3 pm Choir  Practice 
5-6:30 pm Fat 
Tuesday Pancake  
        Supper 

14  
8 am Prayer  group 
 9 am Food Pantry 
 5 pm CLASS 
 6 pm Ash Wed. 
 Bible Study 
       

15  
 

16  
 

17  
8 am UMM Breakfast 
5:30 Widows Valentine 
    Dinner         

 

18 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
10:50 Worship 
1st Sunday in Lent 
5 pm Fairfield Bay 
 

19  
 

20  
2 pm Prayer group 
3 pm Choir  Practice 

21  
8 am Prayer group 
 5 pm CLASS 
 6 pm Bible Study 
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
10:50 Worship 
2nd  Sunday in Lent 
5 pm Leslie 
 

26  
5:30 Emmaus Reunion 

27  
2 pm Prayer group 
3 pm Choir  Practice 

28  
8 am Prayer Group 
1 pm Quilters 
5 pm CLASS 
 6 pm Bible Study 
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